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Course Descriptions

LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES
Division of Humanities

Mercedes Guijarro-Crouch (1999) Associate
Professor of Spanish — B.A., Universidad de Sevilla;
M.A., University of Houston; Ph.D., University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Laura G. Vick (1990) Professor of Anthropology —
B.A., M.A., Ph.D., University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill

LAS/SPA 105: HISPANIC
DOCUMENTARY FILM SERIES
Credit: 1 hour

A course that will expose students to
historical, environmental, and sociopolitical
conflicts of Spain and Latin American through
documentary films. Fach documentary will be
introduced by a reading assignment to put the
films in context. Students will be responsible for
attending at least one of the documentary films
offered by the Duke/UNC Latin American Film
Series (Fall Semester).

LAS/ANT/IDS/SPA 260: INTRODUC-
TION TO MEXICAN CULTURE AND
CIVILIZATION
One hour each week; Credit: 1 hour; This is a CCE
course

This course is designed to prepare students
for participation in the summer program in
Mérida, Mexico; it is also open to any student
interested in learning more about Mexican culture.
Use of the special techniques of archaeology,
ethnohistory, epigraphy, linguistics, and ethnology
will be highlighted as students learn about the
history and culture of Mexico, especially the
Yucatan. Topics will include geography, politics
and economics, religion, family, art, folklore and
literature, and special customs (past and present);
students will attend lecture/discussions, complete
short weekly assignments, and take a written essay
exam.

LAS 295: SPECIAL TOPICS IN LATIN
AMERICAN STUDIES
Credit: 1-4 hours

A course whose content may vary from term
to term according to the needs of the academic

department, student demand, or the interests of
the faculty member.

LAS/SPA/IDS 305: HISPANIC VOICES IN
THE UNITED STATES #
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisite:
SPA 212, suggested SPA 214 or SPA 215

An introduction to the literature of the
Hispanic communities in the United States from
1542 to the present. Some reading knowledge of
Spanish required. Does not satisfy General
Education Requirements for Foreign
Languages.

LAS/ANT/SPA 360: CROSS-CULTURAL
SEMINAR IN MEXICO
An immersion experience in Mexico; Credit: 2 hours;
Prerequisite:  foreign  language and/or  anthropology
background, permission of the instructor

A living experience in Yucatan, Mexico which
is designed to highlight cross-cultural differences
and to help participants learn how to adapt to a
foreign culture. Through background readings,
group discussions, written reaction, a journal,
“debriefing” sessions and an essay exam, students
will explore topics of cross-cultural training within
a Mexican setting. There will be special emphasis
on the cultural considerations that are part of
U.S.-Mexican relations and on the many aspects
of non-western culture which are a part of
everyday life in Yucatan. Visits to homes,
neighborhood walks, interviews with Mexicans,
and meetings with Mexican students are a vital
part of the course. This course emphasizes an
immersion living experience rather than extensive
travel and touring,

LAS/ANT/IDS/SPA 361: MEXICAN
CULTURE AND CIVILIZATION
Three weeks in the summer: 3 hours

An introduction to the culture and civilization
of Mexico with special emphasis on Yucatan, the
Mayan civilization, and the continuing Maya
presence in Mexico. This course will cover
history, archaeology, anthropology, and the arts,
and will include field trips as well as lectures and
discussion sessions. The assignments will involve
hands-on experiences and, in addition, reading
and writing tasks. Students will keep a journal and
take an essay exam. Students live in a stately



Course Descriptions

137

Mexican residence (the Central College Center) in
Mérida (Yucatan). Students are selected on the
basis of academic achievement, and citizenship.
Does not satisfy general education requirements
in Foreign Language

LAS/HIS 363: INTRODUCTION TO
LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisite:
HIS 101-102 or HIS 201-202

An interdisciplinary introduction to Latin
America with a historical framework. Areas
covered include geography, history, anthropology,
political science, literature, art and music.

LAS/ANT 401: CONTEMPORARY
MAYA CULTURE

Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Offered alternate
academic years; This is a CCE course

Based on ethnographic data, this course
explores a  contemporary  “third  world”
nonwestern culture area — that of today’s Maya
people. Students will, through their readings and
discussion, engage in an inductive exercise aimed
at understanding the overall social organization
and culture of the Maya societies presented in
class.

LAS 490/491: LATIN AMERICAN
STUDIES INTERNSHIP land Il
Credit: 1 to 6 hours; Prerequisite: junior or senior status

An in-depth work experience designed to
apply classroom knowledge and skills to real-
world  professional situations. The senior
internship is designed to give the student work

experience that is as close to actual employment
as possible. No more than six (6) semester hours
toward the baccalaureate degree can consist of
internship/cooperative education credit.

Note: Any student who has not completed her
learning agreement for her internship by the
last day to drop will be assigned a W for the
internship experience for that semester.

LAS 492/493/494: INDEPENDENT
STUDY R .
Credit: 2-4 hours; Prerequisite: junior or senior status

A course of study addressing a specific topic
or problem of interest to a student, designed
collaboratively by the student and faculty
member(s), and resulting in a paper, report,
critiqued performance or production, or other
assessable evidence of value added to the
student’s educational experience. A contract of
expectations by the student and by the
supervising faculty member(s) must be approved
by the advisor, the Division Chair and the
Registrar prior to registration. No more than six
(6) semester hours toward the baccalaureate
degree can consist of independent study credit.

LAS 495: SPECIAL TOPICS IN LATIN
AMERICAN STUDIES
Credit: 1-4 hours

A course whose content may vary from term-
to-term according to the needs of the academic
department, student demand, or the interests of
the faculty member.





