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MUSIC  
Division of Humanities 
James S. Smith (1978) Associate Professor of Music 
Performance, Director of Vocal & Choral Activities – 
B.M., St. Andrews Presbyterian College; M.M., 
West Virginia University; Further study, West 
Virginia University, University of Georgia, 
Westminster Choir College, Smith College, 
Oberlin College 
Virginia L. Vance (1974) Associate Professor of 
Music Performance, Coordinator of Music Performance 
Program – B.M. cum laude, Salem College; M.M., 
Yale University; Special Study with Anton Heiller, 
Hochschule fur Musik, Vienna, Austria, as 
Fulbright Scholar 
Milton Ruben Laufer (2001) Phoenix Professor of 
Fine Arts, Associate Professor of Music Performance – 
B.M., University of Michigan; M.M., with honors, 
Rice University; D.M.A., Rice University.  Further 
study, Moscow Conservatory; Eastman School of 
Music; Fulbright Scholar in Madrid, Spain 
John Noel (2006) Instructor in Music  – B.M., 
Oberlin Conservatory; M.M., The Julliard School; 
D.M.A., Rice University; Diplôme Supérieur, 
Schola Cantorum, Paris; Fulbright Scholar in Paris 
Kristen Myers Turner (1998) Instructor in Music – 
B.M., University of North Carolina at Greens-
boro; M.A., Eastman School of Music 
 

The offerings of the Music Department are 
focused both on the professional training of 
musicians and on the important role that music 
can play in the lives of all our students.  Courses 
marked with an asterisk (*) are provided at an 
additional charge. Please see fee schedule on page 
20. 
 
MUA 100:  VOICE CLASS * 
Two hours each week; Credit:  1 hour 

Introduction to vocal technique for students 
who have had no previous voice instruction.  
Examines breathing techniques and tone 
production in a class that meets twice weekly. 

 

MUA 101:  VOICE * 
One half hour lesson each week; Credit: 1 hour (for non-
majors); Students may repeat this course for additional 
credit. 

A study of vocal principles.  Material from 
standard vocal literature best suited to the 
student’s capabilities. 
 
MUA 102:  VOICE * 
One-hour lesson each week; Credit: 2 hours (for non-
majors); Students may repeat this course for additional 
credit. 

A study of vocal principles.  Material from 
standard vocal literature best suited to the 
student’s capabilities. 

 
MUA 103, 104, 203, 204, 303, 304, 403, 404:    
VOICE  * 
One hour lesson each week; Credit:  2 hours (for music 
majors); Prerequisites: courses must be taken in sequence.  
Simultaneous enrollment in Performance Class is required.  

A study of vocal principles, with emphasis on 
vocal technique. Repertoire selected from 
classical vocal literature, including art songs and 
arias in various languages from the Baroque to 
twentieth century. 
 
MUA 110:  CLASS PIANO * 
Two hours each week; Credit:  1 hour 

Beginning group piano for students with no 
piano experience. An introduction to the 
fundamentals of music and keyboard playing in 
an informal group setting.  Required for music 
majors with no keyboard experience.  Open to 
non-music majors.  
 
MUA 111:  PIANO * 
One half -hour lesson each week; Credit:  1 hour  (for 
non-majors, or majors needing to pass piano proficiency); 
Students may repeat this course for additional credit. 

Assigned repertoire and related activities are 
chosen according to the individual level of 
advancement. Students with no piano experience 
should enroll in Class Piano MUA 110. 
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MUA 112:  PIANO * 
Credit:  2 hours  (for non-majors, or majors needing to 
pass piano proficiency); Students may repeat this course for 
additional credit. 

Assigned repertoire and related activities are 
chosen according to the individual level of 
advancement.  Students with no pianistic expe-
rience should enroll in Class Piano MUA 110.  
 
MUA 113, 114, 213, 214, 313, 314, 413, 414:   
PIANO * 
One hour lesson each week; Credit: 2 hours (for music 
majors); Prerequisites: courses must be taken in sequence.  
Simultaneous enrollment in Performance Class is required. 
  An intensive study addressing all aspects of 
pianistic development.  Repertoire includes repre-
sentative music spanning the Baroque period to 
present day. 
 
MUA 122:  ORGAN * 
One-hour lesson each week; Credit:  2 hours (open to all 
students); Students may repeat this course for additional 
credit. Previous organ study is not essential.   

Assigned repertoire is chosen from level of 
advancement of individual.  For beginning organ 
students, previous piano study is required.  
Consult the instructor for more information. 

   
MUA 123, 124, 223, 224, 323, 324, 423, 424:    
ORGAN * 
One hour lesson each week; Credit:  2 hours (for music 
majors); Prerequisites: courses must be taken in sequence. 
Simultaneous enrollment in Performance Class is required. 

Fundamental organ principles and techniques 
are taught in the study of organ music of all 
periods from Baroque to contemporary.  Correct 
playing of church services and organ 
accompaniments is stressed.  Adaptation is made 
to the musical ability and previous training of the 
individual student.  

 
MUA 131:  WOODWINDS * 
One-half hour lesson each week; Credit:  1 hour (for non-
music majors); Students may repeat this course for 
additional credit. 

Previous study is not essential. Assigned 
repertoire is chosen according to the individual 
level of advancement.  
 

MUA 132:  WOODWINDS * 
One-hour lesson each week; Credit:  2 hours (for non-
music majors); Students may repeat this course for 
additional credit. 

Previous study is not essential.  Assigned 
repertoire is chosen according to the individual 
level of advancement. 
 
MUA 133, 134, 233, 234, 333, 334, 433, 434:    
WOODWINDS * 
One hour lesson each week; Credit:  2 hours (for music 
majors); Prerequisites: courses must be taken in sequence.  
Simultaneous enrollment in Performance Class is required. 

An intensive study addressing all aspects of 
musical and technical development.  Repertoire 
includes representative music, both solo and 
orchestral, spanning the Baroque period to 
present day. 

 
MUA 141:  STRINGS * 
One-half hour lesson each week; Credit:  1 hour (for non-
music majors); Students may repeat this course for 
additional credit. 

Previous study is not essential.  Assigned 
repertoire is chosen according to the individual 
level of advancement. 

 
MUA 142: STRINGS  * 
One-hour lesson each week; Credit:  2 hours (for non-
music majors); Students may repeat this course for 
additional credit. 

Previous study is not essential. Assigned 
repertoire is chosen according to the individual 
level of advancement. 
 
MUA 143, 144, 243, 244, 343, 344, 443, 444:   
STRINGS * 
One hour lesson each week; Credit: 2 hours (for music 
majors); Prerequisites: courses must be taken in sequence.  
Simultaneous enrollment in Performance Class is required. 

An intensive study addressing all aspects of 
musical and technical development.  Repertoire 
includes representative music, both solo and 
orchestral, spanning the Baroque period to 
present day. 
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MUA 151:  BRASS * 
One-half hour lesson each week; Credit:  1 hour (for non-
music majors); Students may repeat this course for 
additional credit. 

Previous study is not essential. Assigned 
repertoire is chosen according to the individual 
level of advancement. 
 
MUA 152: BRASS * 
One-hour lesson each week; Credit:  2 hours (for non-
music majors); Students may repeat this course for 
additional credit. 

Previous study is not essential. Assigned 
repertoire is chosen according to the individual 
level of advancement. 
 
MUA 153, 154, 253, 254, 353, 354, 453, 454:   
BRASS * 
One hour lesson each week; Credit: 2 hours (for music 
majors); Prerequisites:  Courses must be taken in 
sequence.  Simultaneous enrollment in Performance Class 
is required. 

An intensive study addressing all aspects of 
musical and technical development.  Repertoire 
includes representative music, both solo and 
orchestral, spanning the Baroque period to 
present day. 

 
MUA 171:  PERCUSSION * 
One-half hour lesson each week; Credit: 1 hour (for non-
music majors); Students may repeat this course for 
additional credit. 

Previous study is not essential. Assigned 
repertoire is chosen according to the individual 
level of advancement. 
 
MUA 172:  PERCUSSION * 
One-hour lesson each week; Credit: 2 hours (for non-music 
majors); Students may repeat this course for additional 
credit. 

Previous study is not essential. Assigned 
repertoire is chosen according to the individual 
level of advancement. 
 

MUA 173, 174, 273, 274, 373, 374, 473, 474:   
PERCUSSION * 
One hour lesson each week; Credit:  2 hours (for music 
majors); Prerequisites:  courses must be taken in sequence.  
Simultaneous enrollment in Performance Class is required. 

An intensive study addressing all aspects of 
musical and technical development.  Repertoire 
includes representative music, both solo and 
orchestral, spanning the Baroque period to 
present day. 
 
MUA 190, 191, 290, 291, 390, 391, 490, 491:    
PERFORMANCE CLASS 
1 hour each week; Credit: 1 hour (music majors must 
enroll in this course each semester) 

A “trial bench” for performance activities in a 
master-class setting.  All important aspects of 
performing (style, interpretation, stage presence, 
etc.) will be addressed and student participation is 
required. 
 
MUS 106:  PEACE COLLEGE CHOIR 
One and a half hours each week; Credit:  1 hour; students 
may repeat this course for additional credit. Piano majors 
must complete two semesters of choir. 

Open to all students.  This group sings for 
Chapel services and special concerts. 
 
MUS 161-162:  MUSIC THEORY I - II  
Three hours each week; Credit:  3 hours each 

A study of the harmonic vocabulary of the 
Common Practice period (1600-1900), 
emphasizing the musical language of the 
seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries.  
Written work involves four-voice partwriting, 
with emphasis on triadic structure, non-harmonic 
tones, modulation, and harmonization of melodic 
lines. 

 
MUS 163-164:  AURAL SKILLS I - II 
Two hours each week; Credit: 1 hour 

A course that concentrates on ear-training 
through exercises in sightsinging, melodic 
dictation, and keyboard skills.  This class must 
be taken in conjunction with Theory I-II. 
 
MUS 180:  MUSIC APPRECIATION 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours 

An introductory course to acquaint the 
student with music as an important element of 
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Western culture and to increase the student’s 
capacity for listening to music intelligently.  
Designed for non-music majors. 
 
MUS 206:  PEACE CHAMBER SINGERS 
Three hours each week; Credit:  1 hour; Students may 
repeat this course for additional credit. 

Open to all students by audition.  A select 
group of fifteen to eighteen singers who represent 
the college both on and off campus.  Performance 
of works from all style periods. 

 
MUS 220:  PIANO IN ENSEMBLE 
SETTINGS 
Credit: 1 hour (for music majors); one hour class each 
week.  Piano majors are required to enroll in Ensemble for 
two semesters.  In addition, piano majors must complete at 
least two semesters of a vocal ensemble.  Students may 
repeat this course for additional credit. 

This course will focus on how pianists 
approach accompanying, chamber music, and the 
concerto literature.  A wide range of repertoire will 
be studied in a primarily experiential manner.  
Includes piano duet, piano duo, vocal and 
instrumental accompaniment, orchestral and 
choral accompaniment, chamber music, and the 
solo concerto literature. 
 
MUS 235:  ORCHESTRA AND 
INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLE 
One-hour class each week; Credit: 1 hour (for music 
majors). Instrumental majors are required to enroll in 
MUS 235 for two semesters.  In addition, instrumental 
majors must complete at least two semesters of a vocal 
ensemble.  Students may repeat this course for additional 
credit. 

This course will focus on the instrumentalist’s 
role in orchestral and chamber music settings.  A 
wide range of literature and instrumental 
combinations will be studied in a primarily 
experiential manner. Includes participation in 
orchestra and chamber ensembles. 
 
MUS 261-262:  MUSIC THEORY III - IV 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours each 

A continuation of MUS 161-162, including 
study of seventh chords, altered chords, and more 
complex harmonic structures of the nineteenth 
century. Also included is a study of eighteenth 
century counterpoint, including the composition 

of an original invention, and a study of form and 
analysis of larger works from the Common 
Practice period. 
 
MUS 263-264:  AURAL SKILLS III - IV 
Two hours each week; Credit: 1 hour each 

A continuation of MUS 163-164, with the 
addition of harmonic dictation and keyboard 
transposition.  This course must be taken in 
conjunction with MUS 261-262. 

 
MUS 281-282:  MUSIC HISTORY AND  
LITERATURE SURVEY 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours each; 
Prerequisite:  courses must be taken in sequence; Offered 
fall, even years; spring, odd years 

Two courses which will examine musical 
developments from Ancient Greece to 1800, and 
then 1800 to present day respectively.  Key 
stylistic developments will be viewed in context 
with changing social and political climates, and 
with regard to the various cultures in which they 
developed.  Intensive activities will include both 
written papers and oral presentations, as well as 
score analysis (the application of skills learned in 
theory).  

 
MUS 295:  SPECIAL TOPICS IN MUSIC 
Credit: 1-4 hours 

A course whose content may vary from term 
to term according to the needs of the academic 
department, student demand, or the interests of 
the faculty member. 
 
MUS 381:  KEYBOARD LITERATURE 
Three hours each week; Credit:  3 hours; Prerequisite:   
MUS 281-282 

An intensive study of literature written for the 
solo keyboard from its inception and development 
to the present day.  Includes an exploration of 
lower level repertoire suitable for teaching. 
 
MUS 382:  VOCAL LITERATURE 
Three hours each week; Credit:  3 hours; Prerequisite:   
MUS 281- 282 

An intensive study of literature written for 
voice from the beginning of Western civilization 
to the present day.  Includes an exploration of 
lower level repertoire suitable for teaching.  
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MUS 383:  SYMPHONIC LITERATURE  
Three hours each week; Credit:  3 hours; Prerequisite:   
MUS 281- 282 

An intensive study of literature written for 
orchestra from the seventeenth century to the 
present day. 

 
MUS 385:  JUNIOR RECITAL 
Credit:  1 hour; in conjunction with applied lessons and 
MUS 386 Practicum Musicum  

A public recital in the spring semester of the 
junior year with a duration of at least 35 minutes. 
The selection and preparation of repertoire will be 
supervised by the applied instructor.  The student 
will work on all other aspects of this recital 
(programs and extensive research for program 
notes, biography, publicity materials, advertising, 
recording, stage set-up and lighting) in 
conjunction with MUS 386 Practicum Musicum. 

 
MUS 386:  PRACTICUM MUSICUM  
Three hours each week; Credit:  3 hours 

A practical survival course for musicians.  
This introduction to a wide range of activities 
includes general resume/vita preparation, pub-
licity photos (in collaboration with photography 
students), publicity materials (in collaboration 
with graphic design students), marketing 
strategies (in collaboration with business and 
communication students) and performance notes.  
These activities are merged into a number of 
experiential projects such as orchestrating all 
aspects of a junior recital and learning basic 
recording, editing, and mastering techniques.  
Intensive computer activities involved.  Students 
will have contact with active professionals in their 
field outside of Peace College.  Through these 
professionals, a wide variety of career avenues 
will be effectively explored. Graduate school 
discussions and guidance will also be included. 
 
MUS 387:  DICTION 
Three hours each week; Credit:  3 hours 

Students will learn diction as it is applied by 
vocalists. Required for vocal majors and 
recommended for pianists interested in vocal 
coaching.   
 

MUS 388:  CONDUCTING 
Two hours each week; Credit:  2 hours 

Basic conducting and rehearsal techniques 
will be explored.  Experiential opportunities such 
as rehearsing and conducting student 
performances will be integrated into the course 
work. 
 
MUS 389:  EUROPEAN CONCERT  
TOUR FOR CHAMBER SINGERS 
Credit: 3 hours 
 Every three years the Music Department 
offers a 16-18 day trip to Europe for the 
Chamber Singers, during which the students have 
the opportunity to perform concerts in historic 
sites.  Typically, 7-8 concerts are scheduled 
throughout the tour.  Planned group activities 
include professionally guided tours of cities, visits 
to art museums, and attendance at theatrical 
productions and concerts. 
 
MUS 485:  SENIOR RECITAL 
Credit:  1 hour; in conjunction with applied lessons and  
MUS 486 Senior Seminar 

A public recital in the spring semester of the 
senior year with a duration of at least 50 minutes. 
The selection and preparation of repertoire will be 
supervised by the applied instructor.  The student 
will work on all other aspects of this recital 
(programs and extensive research for program 
notes, biography, publicity materials, advertising, 
recording, stage set-up and lighting) in 
conjunction with MUS 486 Senior Seminar. 
 
MUS 486:  SENIOR SEMINAR 
Three hours each week; Credit:  3 hours 

This capstone course continues and builds 
upon foundations laid in MUS 386 Practicum 
Musicum.  Basic skills learned in and applied in 
MUS 386 will be reinforced at a higher level of 
mastery, detail, and professionalism. Materials 
completed will include a professional resume, vita, 
biography, publicity photos, publicity materials, 
portfolio, and a professional level CD demo 
recording self-produced and digitally edited in 
house (in conjunction with MUS 485 Senior 
Recital).  The student will emerge from this 
course with the skills and knowledge necessary for 
making a living through teaching, private studio, 
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self-marketing, or furthering her education in 
graduate school. 
 
MUS 492/493/494:  INDEPENDENT  
STUDY 
Credit: 2-4 hours; Prerequisite: junior or senior status 

A course of study addressing a specific topic 
or problem of interest to a student, designed 
collaboratively by the student and faculty 
member(s), and resulting in a paper, report, 
critiqued performance or production, or other 
assessable evidence of value added to the 
student’s educational experience. A contract of 
expectations by the student and by the 
supervising faculty member(s) must be approved 
by the advisor, the Division Chair and the 
Registrar prior to registration. No more than six 
(6) semester hours toward the baccalaureate 
degree can consist of independent study credit. 

 
MUS 495:  SPECIAL TOPICS IN MUSIC 
Credit: 1-4 hours 

A course whose content may vary from term 
to term according to the needs of the academic 
department, student demand, or the interests of 
the faculty member. 
 
* Denotes special fees 
 

PHILOSOPHY 
Division of Humanities  
Scott McElreath (2001) Associate Professor of 
Philosophy – B.A., M.A., University of Maryland at 
College Park, Ph.D., University of Rochester 
 
PHL 201:  INTRODUCTION TO 
PHILOSOPHY 
Credit: 3 hours 

You will embark on an introductory survey 
of many of the main philosophical issues in 
contemporary Western thinking.  You will discuss 
current and historical philosophers as you  
examine the following topics: logic, religion, 
knowledge, the mind, the self, free will, and 
ethics. 
 
PHL 212:  CRITICAL THINKING 
Credit: 3 hours 

Arguments are used both to persuade people 
and to establish the truth about a topic.  You will 
consider these different uses of arguments and 
examine in detail the methods for distinguishing 
good arguments from those that are not good. 
 
PHL 295:  SPECIAL TOPICS IN 
PHILOSOPHY 
Credit: 1-4 hours 

A course whose content may vary from term 
to term according to the needs of the academic 
department, student demand, or the interests of 
the faculty member. 
 
PHL/REL 320:  PHILOSOPHY OF 
RELIGION 
Credit: 3 hours; No prerequisites  

You will examine many of the traditional 
philosophical questions about religion.  These 
include questions about God’s existence, the com-
patibility of science and religion, the relationship 
between religion and morality, miracles, life after 
death, and faith. 

 
PHL 400:  SENIOR INTER- 
DISCIPLINARY ETHICS SEMINAR 
Credit: 3 hours; No prerequisites; Offered each 
semester 

You will study the relationship between 
religion, ethics, and the professional world.  You 




