
 Course Descriptions 

 

166 

PSY 490/491:  PSYCHOLOGY 
INTERNSHIP I and II  
Credit: 1-6 hours; Prerequisite: PSY 101, junior or 
senior status 

Is psychology practical for your career?  
Absolutely, and this is your opportunity to see 
how you will use psychology in your career.  The 
psychology internship is designed to provide you 
with an opportunity to gain real-life work 
experience in a psychology-related field.  This 
experience will help you evaluate future job 
opportunities and develop professional contacts 
in the community.  After obtaining approval from 
the psychology internship coordinator, you will 
complete 40 “work hours” for every 1-hour of 
academic credit desired.  You will also obtain 
whatever education and training is necessary to 
complement your work experience, including 
readings, workshops, seminars, and/or research. 
Reflection on your internship experiences will be 
aided by a bi-weekly internship class. 
 
PSY 492/493/494:  DIRECTED STUDY 
Credit: 2-4 hours; Prerequisite: junior or senior status 
and permission of the instructor 

 This course is designed to allow students to 
pick a particular area of interest and to work 
collaboratively with a faculty member. This course 
typically results in a paper, report, critiqued 
performance or production, or other assessable 
evidence of value added to the student’s 
educational experience. Prior to registration, the 
advisor, the Division Chair, and the Registrar 
must approve a contract of expectations by the 
student and by the supervising faculty member(s). 
No more than 6 semester hours toward the bacca-
laureate degree can consist of independent study 
credit. 
 
PSY 495:  SPECIAL TOPICS IN  
PSYCHOLOGY 
Credit: 1-4 hours 

Psychology and the law, positive psychology, and 
cultural psychology are just a few of the possible 
topics that this course can cover. The content of 
this course usually changes as students and faculty 
develop interests in new and developing fields of 
psychology. 
 

RELIGION  
Division of Humanities 
Robert J. Page (1990) Lecturer in Religion, Registrar 
– B.A., Clemson University; M.A., Johns Hopkins 
University, M.Div., D.Min., Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary; Further study, Rice 
University  
Scott McElreath (2001) Associate Professor of 
Philosophy – B.A., M.A., University of Maryland at 
College Park; Ph.D., University of Rochester  
Tara Woodard-Lehman (2005) Bennett Chaplain, 
Assistant Professor of Religion – B.A., Indiana Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania; M.Div., Pittsburgh Theolog-
ical Seminary 
Benjamin DeVan (2006) Instructor in Religion – 
A.A., Young Harris College; B.S., Berry College; 
M.A., Asbury Theological Seminary; M.Div., 
Duke University 
 

In a world where religion plays so central a 
role in social, political, and economic events, as 
well as in the lives of communities and individ-
uals, there is a critical need for ongoing reflection 
upon and understanding of religious traditions, 
texts, practices, issues, questions, and values.  The 
academic study of religion seeks an understanding 
of the variety of ways the religious dimension of 
life has been experienced and expressed in 
different historical eras and in different cultures.  
Courses in this area of study cover the beliefs, 
practices, sacred literature, and expressions of the 
great religious traditions of the world.  
 
REL 200: INTRODUCTION TO 
RELIGION 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Meets the 
General Education Requirement  

This course is a basic study of the human 
condition. It is a course that pursues an under-
standing of our own humanness, its nature, needs, 
and capabilities, by analyzing and evaluating one 
of the most pervasive and influential aspects of 
human life–religion. Students will evaluate the 
ways that religion influences human history and 
defines the person (e.g., as free and responsible) 
in relation to the world, to others, and to the 
Ultimate.  
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REL 210: INTRODUCTION TO THE 
BIBLE 
 Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Meets the 
General Education Requirement  

This course will be a historical-critical intro-
duction to the Bible as literature, as narrative, as 
philosophy, as history, as revelation, and as myth.  
In surveying the entire canon of the Bible, 
students will also be exposed to methods of 
interpretation and to the historical issues involved 
in Biblical studies.  
 
REL 214: WORLD RELIGIONS  
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Meets the 
General Education Requirement  

This course is a survey of six of the world’s 
major faith traditions, with focus upon the belief 
systems and values inherent in each religion.  
Readings from sacred texts and research into the 
philosophical underpinnings of each tradition will 
be included.  This course is meant to introduce 
students to the complex nature of religious studies 
and to raise appreciation for the multivalent 
character of religious life.  

 
PHL/REL 320: PHILOSOPHY OF 
RELIGION  
Credit: 3 hours; No prerequisites  

You will examine many of the traditional phil-
osophical questions about religion.  These include 
questions about God’s existence, the compatibility 
of science and religion, the relationship between 
religion and morality, miracles, life after death, 
and faith.  
 
REL 322: EARLY CHRISTIANITY  
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisite: 
REL 210 or permission of  the instructor  

This course will cover the first 600 years of 
the development of Christianity, with special 
emphasis on the historical context of the Early 
Church and the issues that gave rise to New 
Testament literature.  Close attention will be paid 
to the rituals, preaching, and role of women in the 
Early Church.  

 

REL 324: WOMEN AND RELIGION Three 
hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisites: REL 
200, 210, or 214   

An introduction to the contemporary re-
search, writings, and experience of Christian, 
Jewish, and, to a lesser extent, Buddhist and 
Islamic women.  This course will cover critiques 
of women’s religious thought and practice and 
women’s creative alternatives to the traditions.  
The course will examine the historical uses of 
religion by American women to test our 
theoretical perspectives.  
 
REL 325: RELIGION IN AMERICA  
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisites:  
REL 200, 210, or 214   

This course examines a variety of ways of 
being religious in the North American context. 
Rather than attempt to cover all religious groups, 
we will focus on diverse and creative forms of 
religious expressions and transformation in the 
American culture. Particular attention will be paid 
to the interaction of religion and culture in 
America.  
 
REL 490/491: RELIGION INTERN- 
SHIP I and II  
Credit: 1 to 6 hours; Prerequisite: junior or senior status  

An in-depth work experience designed to 
apply classroom knowledge and skills to real-
world professional situations.  The senior intern-
ship is designed to give the student work 
experience that is as close to actual employment 
as possible.  No more than six (6) semester hours 
toward the baccalaureate degree can consist of 
internship/cooperative education credit.   
Note: Any student who has not completed her 
learning agreement for her internship by the last 
day to drop will be assigned a W for the 
internship experience for that semester.  
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REL 492/493/494: DIRECTED STUDY  
Credit: 2-4 hours; Prerequisite: junior or senior status  

A course of study addressing a specific topic 
or problem of interest to a student, designed col-
laboratively by the student and faculty member(s), 
and resulting in a paper, report, critiqued 
performance or production, or other assessable 
evidence of value added to the student’s educa-
tional experience.  A contract of expectations by 
the student and by the supervising faculty 
member(s) must be approved by the advisor, the 
division chair, and the Registrar prior to 
registration.  No more than six (6) semester hours 
toward the baccalaureate degree can consist of 
independent study credit.  
 
REL 495: SPECIAL TOPICS IN RELIGION  
Credit: 1-4 hours  

A course whose content may vary from term 
to term according to the needs of the academic 
department, student demand, or the interests of 
the faculty member.  
 
 

SOCIOLOGY 
Division of Sciences  
Vanessa Tinsley (2006) Lecturer in Sociology – 
B.A., M.A., Case Western Reserve University; 
Ph.D., Duke University 
 
SOC 101:  INTRODUCTION TO 
SOCIOLOGY  
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours  

A general introduction to the study of society 
and the social causes and consequences of human 
behavior. The course will orient the student to 
the general principles and processes of human 
interaction and will provide her with a beginning 
understanding of the unique sociological 
perspective on social life. Constructed to serve as 
a foundation for further work in the discipline. 
 
SOC 201:  MARRIAGE AND FAMILY 
LIVING  
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours  

An analysis of the theoretical and cultural 
aspects of dating, mate selection, marriage, and 
family living. Special emphasis will be given to 
issues (e.g., postponing marriage, balancing roles, 
child care) that affect the contemporary American 
woman. A macro-sociological and cross-cultural 
perspective is employed and the family is 
examined as an institution which intersects with 
other societal institutions.  

 
SOC/PSY 220:  GENDER ROLES  
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours  

This course provides an in-depth examination 
of the evolving roles of men and women as they 
are located in a historical and cultural context. 
The impact of various institutions on males and 
females such as politics, economics, religion, 
education, and family will be explored. The 
course will focus on current research findings 
about male-female differences and why these 
differences exist. The role of gender stereotyping 
and socialization will be examined. Special topics 
relevant to college students—such as 
achievement motivation and violence in male-
female relationships—will be addressed. 

 




