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ADV 194:  PEER EDUCATION 
Class meets approximately one week prior to fall semester 
and weekly during fall semester; Credit: 1 hour 

ADV 194 prepares upperclass students to 
serve as peer educators in the Adventures 
Program.  Students learn to communicate effec-
tively in individual and group settings; understand 
aspects of college student development; develop 
enhanced understanding of themselves and 
others; solve problems and make decisions 
appropriately; manage stress; and plan, imple-
ment, and evaluate programs.  This training 
provides active opportunities for applying knowl-
edge.  Required for Adventures peer educators, 
but open to students involved in other peer 
programs with instructor’s approval.   
 

ANTHROPOLOGY 
Division of Sciences  
Laura G. Vick (1990) Professor of Anthropology – -
B.A., M.A., Ph.D., University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill 
Vincent Melomo (2001) Director of Adventures 
Program; Assistant Professor of Anthropology – B.A., 
Honors, History, Adelphi University; M.A., 
Ph.D., Anthropology, Binghamton University 
(SUNY) 
 
ANT/IDS 214: CULTURAL  
ANTHROPOLOGY (People and Culture) 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; This is a CCE 
course  
 This course is designed to give you a better 
understanding of yourself as a human being and 
of the world in which you live.  Through the 
course you will be introduced to some new and 
different ways of viewing the world while learning 
about human cultural diversity.  You will learn 
about a number of peoples from a variety of 
places and times and you will also learn to take a 
critical look at your own society and culture.  
You will become more aware of what culture is, 
how it has shaped us, and how we can change it.  
The course will focus on what makes cultural 
anthropology a distinct discipline in terms of 
perspective, methodology, and subject matter, 
and it will consider what insights the discipline 
has to offer. You will be introduced to some of 
the topics and issues that have traditionally been 
of concern to cultural anthropologists and you 
will learn what role cultural anthropology plays in 
our ever-changing world. 
 
ANT 216:  BIOLOGICAL ANTHRO-
POLOGY (Physical Anthropology) 
Three lecture hours each week, one three-hour lab each 
week; Credit: 4 hours 

Have you ever wondered how human beings 
have changed over time or how different the 
human “races” really are?  Have you ever con-
sidered the similarity of human beings to their 
close relatives, the other primates?  Have you ever 
wondered how crime scene investigators (CSI) 
can determine, from skeletal fragments, the sex, 
age, or ethnic identity of a murder victim?  In 
addition to answering these and other questions, 
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this course is designed to give students an 
overview of biological, or physical, anthropology 
–one of the main subfields of anthropology. 
Primary questions students will pursue are: 1) 
what happened in the course of human  
evolution (biological changes and their cultural 
consequences), 2) how these changes came about, 
3) why they occurred, and 4) when they occurred.  
To answer these questions, students will become 
familiar with human genetics and evolutionary  
theory, the patterns of and reasons for the 
variation in body form found among living 
humans, the position of humankind in the animal 
kingdom, how and why we are like or unlike the 
other primates, what our early ancestors were like, 
and how culture and biology have interacted and 
continue to interact to shape humankind.  At 
course end, each student should have gained a 
greater appreciation for who and what it means to 
be human, as well as the patterning of human 
variation.  Through laboratory exercises, students 
will have hands-on opportunities to learn about 
human genetics, the skeletal system, human 
diseases, human growth and development, and 
the similarities/differences between humans and 
other animals.  They will also have learned some 
of the scientific methodology used by biological 
and forensic anthropologists as they take and 
evaluate data in order to solve problems. 

 
ANT 218:  ARCHAEOLOGY: PEOPLE 
AND THE PAST 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; No prerequisite; 
Offered fall semester 

Have you ever wondered what people like 
Indiana Jones really do?  This course will offer you 
a basic introduction to the scope and concerns of 
archaeology, a deeper understanding of the 
human past, and a greater sensitivity to issues 
surrounding the reconstruction and representa-
tion of that past.  The course will begin with a 
review of the history of the discipline and of the 
archaeological research process, then proceed to 
an overview of select aspects of human prehistory 
and of the archaeology of the United States.  In 
doing so, some of the most famous archaeological 
discoveries will be covered, including Lucy and 
King Tut’s tomb, and also more contemporary 
discoveries such as New York City’s African 
Burial Ground and Blackbeard’s Queen Anne’s 

Revenge.  Over the semester, you will participate in 
several activities dealing with the hands-on 
analysis of material culture and will visit and 
critically analyze several local archaeological sites 
and reconstructions. 
 
ANT/IDS/LAS/SPA 260:  INTRODUC-
TION TO MEXICAN CULTURE AND 
CIVILIZATION 
One hour each week; Credit: 1 hour; This is a CCE 
course 

This course is designed to prepare students 
for participation in the summer program in 
Mérida, Mexico; it is also open to any student 
interested in learning more about Mexican culture. 
Use of the special techniques of archaeology, 
ethnohistory, epigraphy, linguistics, and ethnology 
will be highlighted as students learn about the 
history and culture of Mexico, especially the 
Yucatán.  Topics will include geography, politics 
and economics, religion, family, art, folklore and 
literature, and special customs (past and present); 
students will attend lecture/discussions, complete 
short weekly assignments, and take a written essay 
exam. 
 
ANT 295:  SPECIAL TOPICS IN 
ANTHROPOLOGY 
Credit: 1-4 hours 

A course whose content may vary from term 
to term according to the needs of the academic 
department, student demand, or the interests of 
the faculty member. 
 
ANT 315:  GLOBALIZATION, PEOPLE 
AND CULTURE 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisite: 
ANT 214 or permission of the instructor; This is a CCE 
course 

Globalization is one of the key concepts of 
our age—a term often used but little understood.  
Globalization is generally characterized by the 
increasing interconnectedness of economic, 
political, and cultural phenomena.  These connec-
tions affect virtually all of the world’s peoples, 
often in intimate ways.  Understanding globaliza-
tion is central to understanding life today, 
including such diverse phenomena as Mexicans in 
Mt. Olive and bombinbs in Baghdad.  In order to 
be intelligent and compassionate actors in our 
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contemporary world, it is important to explore the 
realities of globalization and consider its promise 
and peril.  This course will do so primarily 
through the lens of anthropology, but will also 
draw upon insights and examples from other 
disciplines as well.  The course will consider what 
globalization is, where it came from, and what its 
effects are. Students will look at why some people 
are excited about globalization while others resist 
it.  They will consider how globalization affects 
our politics, our economics, and our culture, 
addressing such diverse topics as terrorism, 
immigration, religious fundamentalism, and the 
environment, as well as McDonald’s, Disney, cell 
phones, and hip-hop culture. 
 
ANT 320:  HUMAN EVOLUTION 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisite: 
ANT 216 or BIO 340 or permission of the instructor; 
Offered spring semester, odd years 

If you are interested in why human beings 
look and act the way that they do, understanding 
our past is essential.  How closely related are we 
to our cousins, the chimpanzees and other apes?  
How, when, and why did our ancestors diverge 
from theirs?  What did we look like at various 
points in the past and when did we first begin to 
use stone tools, use language, develop a family 
system, etc.?  This course builds on information 
gained in Biological (Physical) Anthropology.  
Lecture, discussion, hands-on lab exercises, com-
puter simulations, and videos will all be used to 
help students explore and evaluate the data based 
on fossil, archaeological, nonhuman primate, and 
DNA evidence.  Students will examine the major 
problems still remaining in our understanding of 
human evolution, as well as the viewpoints of 
leading scientists, and will learn how to evaluate 
alternative theories that have been proposed.  
Finally, students completing the course will have a 
better understanding of evolutionary mechanisms 
and will have developed a framework for inter-
preting future data regarding human evolution, as 
they are discovered. 
 
ANT/PSY 325:  PRIMATE BEHAVIOR 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisite: 
ANT 216 or permission of the instructor; Offered 
alternate academic years 

Did you know that the study of non-

human primates–prosimians, monkeys, and apes–
could help you understand your own evolution as 
a species and provide insights into why you 
behave as you do?  Selected primate species are 
studied in depth in order to understand how 
genetics, the environment, and troop traditions 
influence the kinds of behaviors exhibited.  
Students will also study key primatological studies 
(naturalistic and experimental), understand the 
way such studies are conducted, and, by the end 
of the course, be able to evaluate these studies 
and relate the results to their own lives.  Through 
readings, lectures, videos, computerized labs, and 
discussion, students learn why primatological 
studies are conducted and what scientists have 
learned as a result. 
 
ANT/LAS/SPA 360:  CROSS-CULTURAL 
SEMINAR IN MEXICO 
An immersion experience in Mexico; Credit: 2 hours; 
Prerequisite: foreign language and/or anthropology back-
ground, permission of the instructor 

A living experience in Yucatán, Mexico, 
which is designed to highlight cross-cultural 
differences and to help participants learn how to 
adapt to a foreign culture.  Through background 
readings, group discussions, written reaction, a 
journal, “debriefing” sessions and an essay exam, 
students will explore topics of cross-cultural 
training within a Mexican setting.  There will be 
special emphasis on the cultural considerations 
that are part of U.S.-Mexican relations and on the 
many aspects of non-western culture, which are a 
part of everyday life in Yucatán.  Visits to homes, 
neighborhood walks, interviews with Mexicans, 
and meetings with Mexican students are a vital 
part of the course.  This course emphasizes an 
immersion living experience rather than extensive 
travel and touring. Does not satisfy general 
education requirements in Foreign Language 
or Social Science. 
 
ANT/IDS/LAS/SPA 361:  MEXICAN 
CULTURE AND CIVILIZATION 
Three weeks in the summer; Credit: 3 hours  

An introduction to the culture and civilization 
of Mexico with special emphasis on Yucatán, the 
Mayan civilization, and the continuing Maya 
presence in Mexico. This course will cover 
history, archaeology, anthropology and the arts, 
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and will include field trips as well as lectures and 
discussion sessions. The assignments will involve 
hands-on experiences and, in addition, reading 
and writing tasks. Students will keep a journal and 
take an essay exam. Students live in a stately 
Mexican residence (the Central College Center) in 
Mérida (Yucatán). Students are selected on the 
basis of academic achievement, and citizenship. 
Does not satisfy general education require-
ments in Foreign Language or Social Science. 

 
ANT/HIS 365:  FROM THE OLMECS TO  
THE AZTECS: THE PREHISTORY OF  
MEXICO AND CENTRAL AMERICA 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisite: 
ANT 214, ANT 218, ANT/LAS/SPA 260, 
ANT/LAS/SPA 361, or permission of the instructor; 
Offered spring semester, even years 
 In this course, students get the opportunity 
to study the prehistory and early history of a very 
exciting and important non-western culture area, 
one that played an important part in world 
history but is seldom covered adequately in 
history textbooks.  Course material is based on 
archaeological and ethnohistorical sources, and 
students will learn about the evolution and 
important roles of societies such as the Olmec, 
Teotihuacano, Zapotec, Mixtec, Toltec, Maya, 
and Aztec.  Special attention will be paid to 
mechanisms involved in the rise and fall of these 
cultures, as well as to the principal cultural ac-
complishments, including art and architecture.  In 
addition, students will examine the lives of some 
contemporary descendants of these ancient 
cultures.  At course end, students will have 
gained an appreciation for the roles these cultures 
played in terms of world history and greater 
respect for the modern descendants of these 
cultures. 
 
ANT/IDS/SOC 368:  AMERICAN ETHNIC 
RELATIONS (American Diversity) 
Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisite: SOC 101, ANT 214, or 
permission of the instructor; This is a CCE course   

Where did your ancestors come from?  
How did they shape America?  What is America–a 
melting pot, mosaic, or unequal mix?  This course 
examines the complex dynamics of race and 
ethnicity in the United States.  Through this 
course you will better understand the social and 

cultural characteristics of different racial and 
ethnic groups, their histories, and the ongoing 
politics of racial and ethnic relations.  We will 
explore some of the most interesting and 
controversial issues in American public discourse, 
including immigration policy, affirmative action, 
assimilation, and diversity in education.  We will 
engage these topics primarily through sociological 
data and ethnographic case studies, as well as 
through critical reflection on our own experiences 
and through interactions with members of various 
local communities.  Although an upper-level 
social science course, the content of this course  is 
important for majors in all fields interested in 
gaining a better understanding of America's 
diversity. 
 
ANT/IDS 370:  THE FEMALE OF THE 
SPECIES:  A BIOCULTURAL, ANTHRO-
POLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE # 
Three hours each week; Credit:  3 hours; This is a CCE 
course 
 Peace College is dedicated to helping women 
develop to their fullest potential.  But what does it 
mean to be a human female?  To fully understand 
the human female–in terms of her various roles 
and physical features across cultures–an 
evolutionary, cross-cultural view is needed: How 
are we like, unlike other mammals and, most 
especially, our nonhuman primate relatives?  What 
happened in the course of evolution to make us 
the way we are?  Is the “mother” role instinctual?  
Does it– and our other roles–vary across cultures 
today, and, if so, what factors (biological and 
cultural) might be responsible for this variation?  
This course gives students a chance to explore 
these questions through readings, videos, and 
discussions in which we examine data from 
nonhuman primates, the fossil record, 
archaeological remains of past human societies, 
and ethnographic research on recent and 
contemporary human societies.  We also examine 
contemporary issues, such as social inequality, 
female infanticide, arranged marriages, genital 
mutilation, and “honor” murder, which affect 
millions of women in various parts of the world.  
No matter your major, this course will allow you 
to better understand yourself and your sisters–no 
matter where they live–as well as the problems 
women face in the world today. 
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ANT/LAS 401:  CONTEMPORARY MAYA 
CULTURE 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisite: 
ANT 214, ANT/LAS/SPA 260, ANT/LAS/ 
SPA 361, ANT/HIS 365, or permission of the 
instructor; Offered fall semester, odd years; This is a CCE 
course 

What is a non-western culture really like?  In 
what ways is it similar to your own culture?  In 
what ways is it different?  In this course, students 
will explore a contemporary “third world” non-
western culture area–that of today’s Maya people, 
located across parts of southern Mexico, Belize, 
Guatemala, Honduras, and El Salvador.  Through 
ethnographies, articles, videos, and discussions, 
students will engage in an inductive exercise 
aimed at understanding the overall social organi-
zation and culture of the various Maya societies.  
Through these class activities, students will not 
only better understand the contemporary beliefs 
and behavior of the Maya, but will also be more 
aware of recent struggles and problems faced by 
these people.  They will have an appreciation for 
and better understanding of one of the indigenous 
cultures of modern-day Mexico and Central 
America and of how it has changed, adapted, and 
survived over time.  At class end, students will 
have developed the skills and intellectual 
framework necessary to study the culture of any 
group of people and will be better able to 
understand their own culture!  Students are 
expected to be active participants and will share 
responsibility for class discussion. 

 
ANT 420:  HUMAN OSTEOLOGY 
Three hours each week; Credit: 3 hours; Prerequisite: 
ANT 216, BIO 380, or permission of the instructor; 
Offered fall semester, odd year   
 This course provides an intensive, hands-on 
introduction to the identification of human 
skeletal remains.  Students will learn to identify 
human bone, human teeth, and human bone 
fragments, as well as techniques for distinguishing 
between human and nonhuman remains.  In 
addition, techniques for estimating age at death, 
sex, and ancestry are covered.  The background 
gained in this course is the foundation for 
research in a variety of disciplines, including, but 
not limited to, forensic anthropology, archae-

ology, paleoanthropology, and anatomy.  In 
addition, the course will address ethical issues in 
the handling of human and nonhuman primate 
remains.  
 
ANT 430:  OBSERVATIONAL METHODS 
IN PRIMATOLOGY * 
Three lecture hours each week, three lab hours each week; 
Credit: 4 hours; Prerequisite: ANT 325 or permission of 
the instructor; Offered fall semester, even years.  This 
course has been approved for advanced writing credit. 

If you have ever been interested in the study 
of animal behavior, this course offers you the 
opportunity to learn how to collect and analyze 
these kinds of data.  You will practice various 
types of data collection and analysis methods 
appropriate for studying animal behavior.  Then 
you will design a study, set up your hypotheses, 
write your proposal, collect and analyze your 
data, write a scientific report, and present it to an 
audience.  You will also learn how to conduct the 
necessary background literature search, as well as 
practice other laboratory and field techniques 
used in behavioral research.  Scientific writing is 
one of the primary goals of this course, so in 
order to become proficient, you will analyze 
scientific articles in terms of both their 
construction and their content.  In addition, you 
will receive specific instruction in how to prepare 
scientific proposals, reports, and abstracts, and 
you will have the chance to practice this skill by 
preparing and correcting drafts until you have a 
polished product.  As one of your requirements, 
you will design an enrichment device (appropriate 
to your study species) that will be important for 
the emotional and mental well-being of captive 
primates.  After successfully completing course 
objectives, you will have gained valuable research 
skills that will be useful no matter the research 
topic, as well as greater skill in scientific writing 
and presenting. 
 
ANT 450:  ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
FIELDWORK 
Credit:4 hours; Prerequisite: ANT 218 or equivalent in-
troductory course in ANT or permission of the instructor 

This course offers students the opportunity 
to learn and practice the basic methods of ar-
chaeological field research.  Students will gain 
experience in conducting archaeological survey 
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and excavation and also develop skills in such 
areas as mapping, stratigraphic interpretation, the 
analysis of cultural materials, and data processing.  
As part of the field school, students will also be 
involved in presenting our work and findings to 
the local community.  Students will offer presen-
tations of the site to area schoolchildren and 
other groups in order to learn how to promote 
the preservation of archaeological sites and the 
sharing of archaeological knowledge.  The course 
will be held for three weeks during the summer at 
a local archaeological site.  
 
ANT 470:  ISSUES AND THEORIES: 
SEMINAR IN ANTHROPOLOGY  
Credit:3 hours; Prerequisite: senior status 

This course is required for students majoring 
in anthropology and is offered as a capstone 
experience to help senior students to synthesize 
and apply their knowledge and experience gained 
in the major.  The course will draw from the 
different subdisciplines of anthropology and 
focus on several major contemporary issues or 
topics, including cultural and biological aspects of 
human group boundaries, globalization, and 
extinction.  In addressing these topics, the 
students will learn how key theories help us to 
gain different understandings of our biological 
and cultural selves.  In addition, to prepare 
students for pursuing their interests in 
anthropology beyond Peace College, the course 
will address ethical issues in anthropology, library 
research skills, and career and graduate school 
preparation.  
 
ANT 490, 491:  ANTHROPOLOGY 
INTERNSHIP I and II 
Credit: 1 to 6 hours; Prerequisite:  junior or senior status 

An in-depth work experience designed to 
apply classroom knowledge and skills to real-

world professional situations. The senior 
internship is designed to give the student work 
experience that is as close to actual employment 
as possible. No more than six (6) semester hours 
toward the baccalaureate degree can consist of 
internship/cooperative education credit.   
Note : Any student who has not completed 
her learning agreement for her internship by 
the last day to drop will be assigned a W for 
the internship experience for that semester. 

 
ANT 492/493/494:  DIRECTED STUDY 
Credit:  2-4 hours; Prerequisite: junior or senior status 

A course of study addressing a specific topic 
or problem of interest to a student, designed 
collaboratively by the student and faculty 
member(s), and resulting in a paper, report, 
critiqued performance or production, or other 
assessable evidence of value added to the 
student’s educational experience. A contract of 
expectations by the student and by the 
supervising faculty member(s) must be approved 
by the advisor, the Division Chair and the 
Registrar prior to registration. No more than six 
(6) semester hours toward the baccalaureate 
degree can consist of independent study credit. 

 
ANT 495:  SPECIAL TOPICS IN 
ANTHROPOLOGY  
Credit:  1-4 hours 

A course whose content may vary from term 
to term according to the needs of the academic 
department, student demand or the interests of 
the faculty member. 

 
         # Writing Intensive Course 
 * Denotes lab fee 
 




