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Campus Fire Safety Right-to-Know Act 

2021 Annual Fire Safety Report 
 

PURPOSE 

This annual report is submitted to meet the federal requirements of the Campus Fire Safety Right-to-

Know Act, an amendment to the Higher Education Opportunity Act. It includes information about 2020 

calendar-year campus fire safety policies and procedures as well as 2018-2020 reported campus fire 

statistics. 

A printed copy of this report and the current 2020 Fire Statistics Report are available by visiting The 

Office of Public Safety Main Hall Room 121 or by calling 919.508.2401. 

Campus Fire Safety Right to Know Act  

The Campus Fire Safety Right-to-Know Act is an amendment to the Higher Education Opportunity Act. 

This amendment serves to increase campus fire safety awareness across the nation, providing students 

and their families with the fire safety records of colleges/universities. Signed into law by President 

George W. Bush on August 14, 2008, this amendment requires post-secondary institutions to publicly 

display fire safety information and statistics, much as they already do with other safety statistics, such as 

campus theft and assault. This information provides prospective and current students of the policies, 

concerns, and fire safety conditions that are present at the institution in which they have applied or are 

enrolled. 

The Higher Education Opportunity Act (HEOA) requires two (2) safety-related requirements on 

institutions that participate in federal student financial aid programs which follow: 

1. Fire Log: Institutions must keep a fire log that states the nature of the fire, date, time, and 

general location of each fire in on-campus student housing facilities. William Peace University 

complies with this rule by including all fire-related incidents in the Daily Crime and Fire Log. 

2. Annual Fire Safety Report: Institutions with on-campus student housing facilities must 

publish annually a fire safety report that provides information on campus fire safety practices 

and standards. William Peace University complies with this regulation by including all fire-

related incidents at on-campus student housing facilities as part of the “Annual Security & 

Fire Safety Report.” 

Information contained in this annual fire safety report includes: number and cause of fires at all on-

campus student housing facilities; number of fire-related deaths; related injuries; value of fire-related 
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property damage; information on evacuation procedures; fire safety education and training 

programs; fire safety systems in each student housing facility; number of regular mandatory 

supervised fire drills; and policies on portable electrical appliances, smoking, and open flames. 

 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

FIRE ALARMS AND EVACUATION 

In the event of a fire, the most important thing is for you to evacuate the building safely. Make sure you 

familiarize yourself with the evacuation routes in your area.  

Fire emergency response is defined by the acronym: R.A.C.E. 

IF YOU DISCOVER A FIRE, SEE A FLAME OR SMOKE, follow the RACE procedures: 

R = Remove all persons in immediate danger to safety. 

A = Activate manual fire alarm pull station AND call or have someone call 911. 

C = Close doors and windows to prevent the spread of smoke and fire. 

E = Extinguish the fire (if you are able) AND/OR evacuate. 

Never assume that a fire alarm is a drill or false alarm. Remain calm and evacuate the facility. Evacuation 

is mandatory for all individuals when the fire alarm is sounding. Anyone who fails to evacuate may face 

disciplinary action. Remember to follow the instructions of the emergency responders. Do not re-enter 

the facility until authorized. If you have any information regarding the alarm, present that information 

immediately to the responding emergency personnel. 

Persons evacuating the building should report to their assigned Evacuation Assembly Points (EAP) as 

directed by their supervisor or Resident Assistant or Area Coordinator. 

UPON DISCOVERY OF A FIRE 

If a fire occurs in any building, community members should immediately notify Public Safety (919) 

833-2277 or dial 911 from any cell phone. The caller should first state they are on WPU Campus and 

then state the building name. Fires that have been extinguished should also be reported to WPU Office of 

Public Safety so that an investigation may be conducted. All residential building fires should also be 

subsequently reported to Housing and Residence Life. 

If you feel comfortable doing so, use a fire extinguisher to control or extinguish the fire while emergency 

personnel are responding to your location. 

 

WHEN THE FIRE ALARM SOUNDS 

Close all windows and doors (leave the overhead light on). 
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DO NOT use elevators. If hallways and/or exit stairwells are not accessible because of heavy smoke, 

return to your room and close the door. Open the window, hang a sheet or other light colored object 

out of the window to attract the attention of emergency personnel, and then close the window. If there 

is a phone in the room, call 911 and report that you are trapped. Remain calm and give your room 

number and building location. Stuff towels, sheets, or similar materials under all doors leading into 

corridors. Stay close to the floor if smoke enters the room. If you have exited the facility, stand clear of 

the building and report to your designated Evacuation Assembly Points (EAP). Use caution in and 

around driveways and fire lanes. Emergency apparatus may be maneuvering around the building. 

Follow the directions of fire and Public Safety personnel and never re-enter the building until they give 

permission to do so. 

 

WITHIN STUDENT HOUSING FACILITIES 

ELECTRICAL WIRING and APPLIANCES 

Tampering with electrical wiring, including but not limited to the installation of direct-wired ceiling fans 

and unauthorized entry into electrical panel boxes, is prohibited. Residents are responsible for any 

damages caused by electrical appliances that are not owned by WPU. 

All electrical appliances shall be UL® approved and maintained in good condition. Numerous electrical 

devices plugged into one outlet through an outlet cube or extension cord may cause a circuit overload 

or may cause overheating of the electrical appliances, resulting in a fire. Therefore, the use of outlet 

cubes or extension cords with electrical appliances is prohibited. Use a power strip with a built-in circuit 

breaker. 

Heat producing appliances (e.g. coffee pots, steam irons, hair curling irons, etc.) should never be 

plugged into multi-plug adaptors, extension cords, or power strips and should never be left unattended. 

Portable space heaters are prohibited unless authorized by the Office of Residence Life and Housing or 

The Office of Buildings and Grounds. 

HALOGEN LIGHTS and LAVA LAMPS 

Housing and Residence Life prohibit halogen lights and lava lamps in residential areas. The very high 

temperatures reached by their bulbs constitute a fire hazard and a potential source of burns. In 

addition, the geometry of the floor model lamp tends to make them very unstable and easily tipped 

over. 

SMOKING and VAPING 

WPU seeks to preserve a living and working environment supportive of behaviors that contribute to the 

physical health and well-being of all community members. Neither smoking nor vaping of any substance 

is permitted in any university building, including student housing. Smoking is only permitted in 

designated smoking areas. 
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OPEN FLAMES 

It is a violation of university policy to light any material on fire on campus. Candles, other open flame 

devices, and incense are strictly prohibited for use inside university facilities. Battery or electrically 

powered candles will be used except when a religious activity specifically requires the use of a live 

flame. Students and groups will be held financially accountable for any damage they cause as a result of 

violating this policy as well as be referred to the Student Accountability Process. Additionally, students 

may be subject to revocation of their Housing for any violation of this policy. 

Use of candles will not be permitted inside any residential facilities. Requests for use of live flame 

candles in outdoor locations need to be submitted to the Director of Public Safety and are subject to 

approval on a case by case basis. All personnel should know the location of building fire equipment to 

include fire extinguishers and manual fire alarm pull stations. 

 

DAMAGING OR TAMPERING WITH FIRE SAFETY EQUIPMENT  

Relocating, removing, tampering with, or destroying smoke detectors or fire safety equipment is strictly 

prohibited. Damage and/or theft of fire equipment are punishable under North Carolina State statute.  

Intentional false alarms, damage, theft, and misuse of fire detection, alarm, and extinguishing 

equipment are punishable under the criminal law provision of the North Carolina Statute 14-286 and 

may result in the loss of housing privileges and/or disciplinary action.  

In addition, residents will be charged for fire damage resulting from neglect or intentional actions. If a 

resident or staff member notices any damaged, missing, or malfunctioning equipment, they should 

immediately report the deficiency to Residence Life and Housing or The Office of Public Safety. 

EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

INCIDENT REPORTING AND RESPONSE 

Students, employees, and visitors must immediately report any fire or other emergency directly to The 

Office of Public Safety (919.833.2277).  

Likewise, if a member of the WPU community finds evidence of a fire that has been extinguished, and 

the person is not sure whether Public Safety has already responded, the community member should 

immediately notify Public Safety to investigate and document the incident. Residence Life and Housing 

should also be notified. 

For non-emergency calls to Public Safety, dial 919.508.2401. We encourage students and employees to 

put this non-emergency number into their cell phones as a speed dial entry. 
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TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

STUDENT TRAINING 

Despite COVID-19 constraints, The Office of Public Safety and Residence Life and Housing continues to 

provide education during fire drill training and fire safety training for RA . 

FIRE DRILL TRAINING 

In 2020, the fire drill program was modified while the initial impact of COVID-19 was assessed. Under 

normal conditions, The Office of Public Safety conducts four student housing fire drills per year per 

residence halls. They go on-site to supervise all aspects of the drills, including observation, evaluation, 

and documentation. The standard procedure entails activating the fire alarm system, usually by 

engaging a student volunteer to use a manual fire alarm pull station. 

All students, faculty, staff, and visitors must exit the building and meet at the EAP. Occupants are then 

briefed on their performance of evacuating the building, ways in which to improve evacuation, how to 

activate a manual fire alarm pull station, and what to do in the event of a real fire. 

 

FIRE SAFETY SYSTEMS 

STUDENT HOUSING FIRE SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

Each student housing area is equipped with fire extinguishers in the corridors, kitchens, and laundry 

rooms. The manual fire alarm pull stations are located by each required exit and stairwell door. All 

corridors are protected by automatic smoke detectors tied directly into the building fire alarm system. 

An activation of the fire alarm system will annunciate the notification devices: strobes, horns.  All 

student housing areas are also protected by an automatic sprinkler system. The fire alarm system is 

monitored by Central Station, an independent monitoring company who notifies Public Safety when an 

alarm is activated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6 | Page 
 

On Campus Housing Facilities 

Building Name Address Sprinklered Fire 
Extinguishers 

Fire Alarm # of Fire Drills 

Bingham Hall 15 East Peace Street Yes Yes Yes 4 

Davidson Hall 15 East Peace Street Yes Yes Yes 4 

Finley Hall 15 East Peace Street Yes Yes Yes 4 

Frazier Hall 15 East Peace Street Yes Yes Yes 4 

Main Hall 15 East Peace Street Yes Yes Yes 4 

Ross Hall 15 East Peace Street Yes Yes Yes 4 

 

 

 

Fire - Summary    

Name of Facility 
2019 2020 2021 

Fires Injuries Deaths Fires Injuries Deaths Fires Injuries Deaths 

Bingham Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Davidson Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Finley Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Frazier Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Main Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ross Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 

 


